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Opposition to Changes in the Donald E. Williams, Jr. Community Investment Account

TO: The Honorable Catherine A. Osten, Co-Chair, The Honorable Toni E. Walker, Co-Chair, and members of the Appropriations Committee.

IN THE BODY OF YOUR TESTIMONY, STATE THE REASONS FOR YOUR OPPOSITION TO THE REALLOCATION OF CIA FUNDING FOR DECD SALARIES. HERE ARE SOME TALKING POINTS:

We are totally supportive of our State Historic Preservation Office staff, however we oppose the diversion of 50% of the revenue in the Donald E. Williams, Jr. Community Investment Account (CIA) for historic preservation away from funding local grants for the following reasons:

Community Investment Account
· The Community Investment Account (Public Act 05-228) is Connecticut’s only dedicated fund for open space, farmland, historic preservation, affordable housing and dairy farmers. It provides funding across several state agencies and is essential for these activities. Funds for open space are administered by the Department of Energy & Environmental Protection, for dairy farmers and for farmland preservation by the Department of Agriculture, for affordable housing by the Department of Housing, and for historic preservation, by the Department of Economic and Community Development and the State Historic Preservation Office.
· This request to divert funds damages the integrity of the Community Investment Account. The statutory language is unambiguous in requiring that no more than 10% of the revenues collected for this fund are to be used for administration and salaries, the majority dedicated to community driven grants. By opening up a debate the mission of all the coalition partners becomes vulnerable, diminishing funds for all sectors.

Historic Preservation Funds
· DECD administers grant funds that come through the Community Investment Account, which are essential for historic preservation projects across the state. Since 2006, those funds from DECD alone have totaled more than $41 million.
· Community grants awarded from the CIA fund are matching grants; therefore, this action will disrupt more than $2 million of local preservation work undertaken each year. 

Looking Ahead 
· There is no shortfall anticipated in FY 2026 from federal funding. The recent FY26 Interior Appropriations bill that was signed into law included a one-year authorization for the Historic Preservation Fund (HPF).
· At the federal level, advocates are actively working on the bipartisan Historic Preservation Fund Reauthorization Act (H.R. 3418) to reauthorize the HPF for 10 years and increase the program’s current authorization from $150 million to $250 million. 
· Any funding needed to make up any future shortfall from the Historic Preservation Fund at the federal level should come from Connecticut’s General Fund and not the CIA.
